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T H E  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N  O E  W O M E N .
BY THE EDITOR.
In the very  first y ea r  of our century, the year 1801, there 
appeared in Paris a book b y  Si I vain M arechal, entitled “ Shall 
W o m an  learn the A lp h a b e t .” T h e  book proposes a law  pro­
hibiting the alphabet to women, and quotes authorities w e ig h ­
ty  and various, to prove that the women w h o  know s the a l­
phabet has already lost part of her womanliness. T h e  author 
declares  that women can use the alphabet o n ly  as Moliere 
predicted th ey  w ould in spelling out the verb  a v io ; that they 
have no occasion to peruse O vid s  A r s  A m oris,  since that is 
a lready the ground and limit o f  their intuitive furnishing; that 
M adam e Guion would have been far more adorable had she 
remained a  beautiful ignoram us as nature m ade her; that 
Ruth, Naomi, the Spartan wom en, the A m azon s,  Penelope. 
A n d ro m a c h e ,  Lucretia, Joan o f  A r c ,  Petrarch's Laura, the 
daughters o f  Charlem agne, could n o t  spell their names; while 
Sappho, A sp a sia ,  Madame de M aintenon.and Madame d eS ta e l  
could  read a lto geth er  too well  for th e ir  goo d : finally that if 
women were once permitted to read S op h o cles  and work with 
logarithms, or to nibble at  an y  side o f  the apple o f  kn o w led ge  
there would be an end forever to their se w in g  on buttons and 
em broidering slippers.
Please remember this book was published at  the b e g in n in g  
o f  the Nineteenth Century. A t  the end o f  its first third, (in 
the y ea r  1833) one so litary  co l le g e  in A m e ric a  decided to a d ­
mit women within its sacred precincts, and organized w hat
w as called  a  “ L ad ies ’ C ourse” as well  as the regular B. A .  or 
Gentlem en's course.
It was felt to be an experim ent— a rather dangerous e x p e r ­
iment— and w a s  adopted with fear and trem bling b y  the good  
fathers, who looked as i f  th ey  had been ca u g h t secretly  m ix ­
ing exp losive  compounds and were guilt i ly  e x p e c t in g  e v e ry  
m om ent to see the foundations under them shaken and rent 
and their fair superstructure shattered into fragments.
But the g ir ls  cam e and there w a s  no upheaval. T h e y  per­
formed their tasks m odestly  and intelligently. O n c e  in a 
while  one or tw o  w ere  found choosing the gen tlem en ’s course. 
Still  no collapse, and the dear, careful, scrupulous, frightened 
o ld  professors w ere  just ge tt in g  their hearts out o f  their 
throats and preparing to draw  one good  free breath, when 
th e y  found th e y  would have to ch an ge  the names o f  those 
courses; for there w ere  as m any ladies in the g en tlem en ’s 
course as in the ladies', and a distinctly Ladies’ Course, infe­
rior in scope and aim to the regular classical course, did not 
and could not exist.
Other co lleg es  gradually  fell in line and to-day  there are 
one hundred and thirty-five in the U nited  States alone offer­
in g  the degree o f  B. A .  to women, and sending  out y e a r ly  into 
th e  arteries o f  this nation a warm, rich flood o f  strong, brave, 
active, energetic, well-equipped, thoughtful w om en— women 
quick to see and eager to help the needs o f  this needy world—  
women who can think as well  as feel, and w h o  feel none the 
less because th e y  th in k — women who are none the less ten­
der and true for the parchment scroll th ey  bear in their hands—  
women who have given a deeper, richer, nobler and grander 
m eaning to the word “ w om an ly” than an y  one-sided m ascu­
line definition could ever  have suggested  or inspired— women 
w hom  the world has long waited for in pain and anguish till 
th e  com plem ent o f  that masculine influence which has for 
a lm ost  fourteen centuries dom inated it. should b e a t  last added 
to its forces and allowed to permeate its thought.
S in ce  the idea o f  order and subordination succumbed to 
barbarian brawn and brutality in the fifth century, the civil-
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izcd world has been like a child brought up b y  his father. It 
has needed the great  mother h eait  to teach it to  be pitiful, to 
love m ercy, to succor the weak and to care for the lowly.
W h e n ce  cam e this apotheosis o f  greed and cruelty? W h en ce  
this sneakin g admiration w e  all have for bullies and prize­
fighters? W h e n ce  the self-congratulation o f  “ dom inant” races, 
as i f  “ dominant*’ m eant “ righteous" and carried with it a title 
to inherit the earth? W h e n ce  the scorn o f  so-called  weak or 
unwarlike races and individuals, and th e  very  comfortable 
assurance that it is their manifest destiny to  be wiped out as 
vermin before this ad van cin g  civilization? A s  if  the posses­
sion o f  the Christian graces  o f  meekness, non-resistance and 
forgiveness, were incompatible with a  civilization professedly 
based on Christianity!
T h e  w crld  o f  th ough t under the prodominant man-influ­
ence, unmollified and unrestrained b y  its com plem entary 
force, would become like D aniel ’s fourth beast: “ dreadful and 
terrible, and stro n g  e x cee d in g ly ;"  “ it had great iron teeth; it 
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
the feet o f  it. and the most independent o f  us find ourselves 
ready at times to fall down and worship this incarnation of 
power.
Mrs. M ary  A .  Liverm ore, a woman whom I can mention 
o n ly  to admire and reverence, cam e near shaking m y faith a 
few w eeks a g o  in m y theory of the th in king-w om an’s mission 
to put in the tender and sympathetic chord in nature’s grand 
sym phony.
She w as d w ell in g  on the A n g lo - S a x o n  genius for power 
and his contem pt for weakness, and described a scene in San 
F ran cisco  which she had witnessed.
T h e  incorrigible animal known as the A m erican  Sm all-boy, 
had pounced upon a  simple, unoffending Chinaman, who was 
takin g  hom e his work, and had emptied the beautifully laun- 
dried contents of his basket into the ditch. “ A n d ,"  said she, 
“ when that great man stood there and blubbered before that 
crowd o f  law less urchins, to an y  one of whom  he m ight have 
taught a  lasting lesson with his two fists, /  d id n 't  m uck c a re !"
T h is  is said like a  man! It grates  harshly. It sm acks of 
the worship o f  the beast. It is contem pt for weakness, and 
taken out of its setting it seems to contradict m y theory. It 
either shows that one o f  the highest expon en ts  o f  the Higher 
Education can be at  times untrue to the instincts I have 
ascribed to the th inking wom an and to the contribution she 
is to add to the civilized world, or else the influence she 
wields upon our civilization m ay be potent without being 
necessarily and alw ays direct and conscious. T h e  latter is 
the case. Her voice m ay strike a  false note, but her whole 
being is musical with the vibrations o f  human suffering. Her 
tongue m ay parrot over the cold conceits  that som e man has 
taught her, but her heart is ag lo w  with sym path y  and loving 
kindness, and she cannot be true to her real se lf  without g iving 
out these elem ents into the forces o f  the world.
A s  in the case o f  individuals, we are constantly  and inev­
itably, w hether we are conscious o f  it or not, g iv in g  out our 
real selves into our several little worlds, inexorably  adding 
our own true ray to the flood o f  starlight, quite independently 
o f  our professions and our masquerading; so  in the world of 
thought, the influence o f  thinking woman far transcends her 
feeble declam ation and m ay seem at times even opposed to it.
A  visitor in Oberlin once said to the lad y  principal, " H a v e  
y o u  no rabble in Oberlin? H ow  is it? I sec no police here and 
y e t  the streets are as quiet and orderly  as i f  there were an 
officer o f  the law  standing on e v e ry  corner."
Mrs. Johnston replied, " O h  y es ;  there arc vicious persons 
in Oberlin just as in other towns— but o u r g i r l s  a re  our p o lice ."
W ith  from five to ten hundred pure-mined y o u n g  women 
threading the streets o f  the village  every  even in g  unattended, 
v ice  must slink a w a y ,  like frost before the rising sun: and yet 
I venture to s a y  there was not one in a hundred o f  those girls 
who would not have run from a  street brawl as she would from 
a  mouse, and who would# not have declared she could never 
stand the s ight o f  blood and pistols.
T h e r e  is then, a real and special influence o f  woman. A n  
influence subtle and often involuntary, an influence so  in-
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finitely interwoven in. so intricately  interpenetrated b y  the 
masculine influence o f  the time that it is often difficult to e x ­
tricate the delicate meshes and a n a lyze  and identify the c lose ly  
c l in g in g  fibers. A n d  y e t  without this influence— so lon g  as 
woman sat with bandaged eyes and manacled hands, fast bound 
in the c lam ps o f  ignorance and inaction, the world o f  thought 
m oved in its orbit like the revolutions o f  the m oon; with one 
face, the man’s face a lw a y s  out. so  that the spectator could not 
distinguish whether it w as disc or sphere.
N o w  I claim that it is the prevalence o f  the H igher E d u c a ­
tion am ong wom en, the m aking  it a  com m on e v e ry d a y  affair 
for women to reason and think and exp ress  their thought, the 
training and stimulus which enable and encourage  women to 
administer to the world the bread it needs as well as the sugar 
it cries for; in short it is the transmitting the potential forces 
o f  her soul into dynam ic factors that has g iv e n  sym m etry  and 
com pleteness to the world ’s agencies. S o  only  could it be 
consum m ated that M ercy  (the lessson she teaches) and Truth 
(the task man has set him self) should meet together:  that 
righteousness, or 'r ig h tn e s s  (man’s ideal) and peace  (its n eces­
sa ry  ‘other half')  should kiss each other.
W e  must thank the general en lightenm ent and indepen­
dence of woman (which we m ay now regard as a f a i t  accom pli) 
that both these forces are now at  work in the world and it is 
fair to dem and from them for the twentieth century  a higher 
type o f  civilization than a n y  attained in the nineteenth. R e ­
ligion. science, art. economics, have all needed the feminine 
flavor; and literature, the expression o f  what is permanent 
and best in all o f  these, m ay  be guarded at  an y  time to m eas­
ure the strength o f  the feminine ingredient. Y o u  will not find 
th eo lo g y  con sign in g  infants to lakes o f  unquenchable fire long 
after women have had a  ch an ce  to grasp, master, and wield its 
dogm as. Y o u  will not find science annihilating personality 
from the governm ent o f  the Universe and m aking  o f  G od an 
ungovernable, unintelligible, blind, destructive physical force; 
you will not find jurisprudence formulating as an axiom  the 
absurdity  that man and wife arc  one, and that one the m an—
that a married w om an m ay not hold or bequeath her property 
sa ve  as subject to her husband’s direction; you will not find 
political econom ists declaring  that the o n ly  possible adjust­
ment between laborers and capitalists is that o f  selfishness and 
rapacity— that each must g e t  all he can and keep all that he 
gets, while  the world cries la is s e s  f a i r e  and the law yers e x ­
plain. “ it is the beautiful w orking o f  the law of supply and de­
m and;" in fine you will not find the law of love shut out from 
the affairs o f  men after the feminine h a lf  o f  the world ’s truth is 
completed.
N ay, put your ear now close to the pulse o f  the time. W h a t  
is the k e y -n o te  of the literature of these days? W h a t  is the 
banner c r y  o f  all the activities o f  the last h a lf  decade? W hat 
is the dominant seventh which is to add richness and tone to 
the final cadences o f  this century and lead by a grand m odu­
lation into the triumphant harmonics o f  the next? Is it not 
compassion for the poor and unfortunate, and. as B e llam y has 
expressed it. “ indignant outcry  again st  the failure o f  the social 
m achinery as it is. to ameliorate the miseries o f  men!"
W hen went there b y  an age. when so  much time and 
thought, so  much m on ey  and labor were g iven  to G o d ’s 
poor and G od’s invalids, the lo w ly  and unlovely , the sinning 
as well  as the suffering— homes for inebriates and homes for 
lunatics, shelter for the a g ed  and shelter for babes, hospitals 
for th e  sick, props and braces for the falling, reformatory pris­
ons and prison reformatories, all show  that a “ m othering” 
influence from some source is leavening the nation.
N ow  please understand me. 1 do not ask you to admit that 
these benefactions and virtues are th e  exc lu sive  possession of 
w om en, or even  that women are their c h ie f  and o n ly  advocates. 
It m a y  be a man who formulates and m akes them vocal. It 
m a y  be, and often is, a  man who w eeps over  the w rongs and 
struggles  for the amelioration: but that man has imbibed those 
impulses from a mother rather than from a father and is simply 
materializing and g iv in g  back to the world in tangible  form 
th e  ideal love and tenderness, devotion and care that have ch er­
ished and nurtured the helpless period o f  his own existence.
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A ll  I claim is that there is a  feminine as well as a  masculine 
side to truth; that these are related not as inferior and supe­
rior, not as better and worse, not as w eaker and stronger, but 
as com plem ents— com plem ents in one necessary  and sy m m et­
ric whole: T h a t  as the man is more noble in reason, so the 
woman is more quick in sym pathy. T h a t  as he is indefatiga­
ble in pursuit o f  abstract truth, so is she in caring for the in­
terests by the w a y — striving tenderly  and lov in gly  that not 
one o f  the least of these ‘little on es ’ should perish. T h a t  while 
we not unfrequently see women who reason, we say, with the 
Coolness and precision o f  a  man, and men as considerate of 
helplessness as a  woman, still there is a general consensus of 
m ankind that the one trait is essentially masculine and the 
other as peculiarly  feminine. T h a t  both are needed to be 
worked into the training o f  children, in order that our boys may 
supplement their virility b y  tenderness and sensibility, and our 
girls m ay  round out their gentless b y  strength and self-reli­
ance. T h a t  as both are alike necessary in g iv in g  sym m etry  
to the individual, so  a nation or a race will degenerate  into 
mere emotionalism on the one hand, or bullyism on the other 
i f  dominated b y  either exc lu sive ly ;  lastly  and most em phati­
cally . that the feminine factor can have its proper effect only  
through woman's developm ent and education so chat she may 
fitly stam p her force on the forces o f  her d a y  and add her m od­
icum to the riches o f  the world ’s thought.
“For womanV cause is mail’s : thev rise or sink 
Together, dwarfed or godlike, bond or free:
For >he that out of I e^the scales with man.
The shining steps of nature, shares with man 
His nights, his days, moves with him to one goal.
If she he small, slight natored, miserable.
How shall men grow?
* * * Ix*t her make herself her own 
To give or keep, to live and learn and be 
All that not harms distinctive womanhood.
For woman is not undeveloped man
But di verse: could we make her as the man
Sweet love were slain ; his dearest bond is this.
Not like to like, hut like in difference.
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Yet in the long years liker must they grow;
The man lie more of woman, she of man ;
He pain in sweetness and in moral height,
Nor lose the wrestling thews that throw the world ;
She mental breadth, nor fail in childward care.
Nor lose childlike in the larger mind ;
Till at the last she set herself to man,
Like perfect music unto noble words.”
Now you will argue, perhaps, and rightly ,  that higher edu­
cation for women is not a modern idea, and that, if that is the 
means o f  setting free and invigorating the long desired femi­
nine force in the world, it has a lread y  had a trial and should, 
in the past, have produced som e o f  these g lo w in g  effects. 
Sappho, the bright, sw eet  singer o f  Lesbos, “ the violet- 
crowned, pure, sw eetly, smiling S a p p h o ” as A lc a e u s  calls her, 
chanted her lyrics and poured forth her soul nearly six cen ­
turies before Christ, in notes as full and free, as passionate and 
eloquent as did ever A rchiloch us or A nacreon.
A spasia, that earliest queen o f  the drawing-room , a century 
later ministered to the intellectual entertainment o f  Socrates 
and the leading wits and philosophers o f  her time. Indeed to 
her  is attributed, b y  the best critics, the authorship o f  one of 
the m ost noted speeches ever  delivered b y  Pericles.
L ate r  on. during the Renaissance period, women were pro­
fessors in mathematics, physics, m etaphysics, and the classic 
lan gu ages  in Bologna, Pavia, Padua, and Brescia. O lym p ia  
F u lv ia  Morata, o f  Terrara, a  most interesting character, whose 
m agnificent library w as destroyed in 1553 in the invasion of 
Schweinfurt b y  A lb e r t  o f  Bradenburg, had acquired a most 
e x te n s iv e  education. It is said that this wonderful girl gave  
lectures on classical subjects in her s ixteenth  year and had 
even  before that written several v e r y  rem arkable  G reek  and 
Latin  poems, and w hat is a lso  to the point, she married a  pro­
fessor at  H eid elbu rg  and becam e a help-MEET FOR HIM.
It is true then that the higher education for women— in fact 
the highest that the world has ever  witnessed— belongs to the 
past; but we must rem em ber that it was possible, down to the 
m iddle o f  our own century, o n ly  to a  se lect  few; and that the
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fashions and traditions of the times were all against it. T h ere  
were not o n ly  no stimuli to encourage women to make the 
most o f  their powers and to w elcom e their developm ent as a 
helpful a g e n c y  in the progress o f  civilization, but their little 
aspirations, when th ey  had any, were chilled and snubbed in 
em bryo  and an y  attem pt at thought w as received as a m on­
strous usurpation of m an’s prerogative.
L essin g  declared that “ the woman w h o  thinks is like the 
man who puts on rouge— ridiculous," and Volta ire  in his 
coarse, flippant w a y  used to say ,  " I d e a s  are like beards— w o ­
men and b o ys  have none.” Dr. M aginn remarked, "VVe like 
to hear a few words o f  sen se  from a woman sometimes, as we 
d o  from a  parrot— th ey  are so unexpected!"  and even the 
pious Fenelon taught that v irg in  d elicacy  is a lm ost as incom­
patible with learning as with vice.
T h a t  the average  woman retired before these shafts o f  wit 
and ridicule and even  gloried  in her ignorance is not surprising. 
T h e  A b b e  Choisi, it is said, praised the D uchesse  dc Fontan- 
g e s  as bein g  pretty as an an gel  and silly  as a goose, and all 
the you n g  ladies o f  the court strove to make up in folly what 
th e y  lacked in charms. T h e  ideal o f  the d ay  w as that " w o ­
men must be pretty, dress prettily, flirt prettily, and not be too 
well  informed;" that it w as the sum  m um  donum  o f  her earthly 
hopes to have, as T h a c k c r y  puts it. "a l l  the fellows battling  to 
d an ce  with her;" that she had no G od-given  destiny, no soul with 
unquenchable longings and inexhaustible possibilities— no 
w ork  o f  her own to do a n d  g iv e  to the world— noabsolute  and 
inherent value, no duty  to self, transcending all pleasures that 
m ay be dem anded o f  a  mere toy: but that her value was 
purely  a relative one and to be estimated as are the fine arts—  
b y  the pleasure th ey  g ive. " W o m a n , wine and so n g  ‘as’ the 
w orld ’s best gifts to man," were linked together in praise with 
as little th ough t o f  the first saying, " W h a t  doest thou,” as that 
the second and third should declare, " W e  must be about our 
Father's  business."
Men believe, or pretended to believe, that the great  law o f  
s e l f  developm en t w a s  o b lig a to ry  on their h a lf  o f  the human
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fam ily  only;  that w hile  it w as the chief end o f  man to glorify 
God and put his five talents to the exch an gers ,  gain in g  there­
b y  other five, it was, or ou gh t to be, th e  sole  end o f  woman to 
glorify man and w rap  her one d ecen tly  a w a y  in a  fiapkin, re­
tiring into “ H ezekiah S m ith ’s lad y  during her natural life and 
H czekiah  Sm ith’s relict on her to m b sto n e;” that h igher ed u ­
cation was incompatible with the shape o f  the female cere­
brum, and that even  if  it could be acquired it must inevitably 
unsex wom an destroying  the lisping, c l in gin g , tenderly  h elp ­
less, and beautifully dependent creatures whom  men would 
so h ero ica lly  think for and so g a l la n t ly  fight for, and g iv in g  in 
their stead a formidable race o f  blue stockings with corkscrew  
ringlets and other spinster propensities.
But these are 18th century  ideas.
W e  have seen how the pendulum has sw u n g  across our 
present century. T h e  men of our time h a ve  asked with Hmer- 
son, " th a t  w om an o n ly  show us how she can best be served." 
and w om an has replied: the ch an ce  o f  the seedling and of 
the animalcule is all I ask— the chance for grow th  and self- 
developm ent, the permission to be true to the aspirations of 
m y soul without incurring the blight o f  your censure and ridi­
cule.
“ Audetque viris concurrerc virgo.”
In soul-culture woman at last dares to contend with men, 
and w e  m a y  cite Grant A l le n  (who certainly  cannot be sus­
pected o f  ad vocatin g  the un sexin g  o f  wom an) as an e x a m ­
ple o f  the broadening effect o f  this contest on the ideas at least 
of the men o f  the day. He says in his Plain W o rd s  on the 
W o m an  Question, recen tly  published:
“ T h e  position o f  woman was not [in the past] a position 
which could bear the test o f  nineteenth-century scrutiny. 
T h e ir  education w as inadequate, their social status was hu­
miliating, their politicial power w as nil, their practical and 
personal grievan ces  were innumerable; ab o ve  all. their relations 
to the family— to their husbands, their children, their friends, 
their property— w as sim ply insupportable."
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A n d  again: “ A s a  body vvc ‘A d v a n c e d  m en’ arc I think p re­
pared to reconsider, and to reconsider fundamentally, w ith­
out prejudice or preconception, the entire question o f  the re­
lations betw een the sexes. W e  arc ready to make an y  m od­
ifications in those relations which will satisfy the woman's 
just aspiration for personal independence, for intellectual and 
moral developm ent, for physical culture, for political activity, 
and for a  voice in the arrangem ent o f  her own affairs, both 
domestic and national."
N ow  this is m agnanim ous enough, surely; and quite a  step 
from 18th century preaching, is it not? T h e  higher education 
o f  W om an has certa in ly  developed the m en;— let us sec  what 
it has done for the woman.
M atthew A r n o ld  during his last visit to A m erica  in 82 or 83, 
lectured before a certain co-educational co l le g e  in the W e st .  
A f te r  the lecture he remarked to a lad y  professor that the 
you n g  women in his audience h e  noticed, “ paid as close a t ­
tention as the men, a l l  th e w a y  th ro u g h "  T h is  led, of course, 
to a  spirited discussion o f  the h igher education for women, 
during which he said to his enthusiastic interlocutor, eyeing 
her philosophically  through his E n glish , eyeg lass:  “ But— eh 
— dont you think it— eh— spoils their chaw  nee s , you k n o w !"
N o w  as to the result to woman, this is the most serious ar­
gu m en t e v e r  urged again st  the h igher education. I f  it inter­
feres with marriage, classical training has a g rav e  objection 
to w eigh  and answer.
For I a g re e  with Mr. A lle n  at  least on this one point, that 
there must be m arrying and g iv in g  in m arriage even  till the 
end o f  time.
I g ran t  y o u  that intellectual developm ent, with the self- 
reliance and ca p a c ity  for earning a livelihood w hich it gives, 
renders woman less dependent on the m arriage relation for 
physical support (which, b y  the w ay, does not a lw ay s  a c ­
co m p a n y  it). N eith er is she com pelled to look to sexual love 
as the one sensation capable o f  g iv in g  tone and relish, m ove­
ment and vim to the life she leads. H er horison is extended. 
H er sym pathies arc  broadened and deepened and multiplied.
S h e  is in closer touch with nature. N ot a  bud that opens, not 
a dew  drop, not a ray  o f  light, not a cloud-burst or a  thunder­
bolt  but adds to the expansiveness and zeal of her soul. A n d  
if  the sun of an absorbing passion be g o n e  dow n, still 'tis night 
that brings the stars. S h e  has rem aining the m ellow, less o b ­
trusive, but none the less enchanting and inspiring light of 
friendship, and into its charm ed circle she m ay gather the best 
the world has known. She can com m une with Socrates about 
the daim on  he knew  and to which she too can bear witness; 
she can revel in the majesty o f  Dante, the sweetness o f  V irg il ,  
the simplicity o f  Homer, the strength o f  Milton. She can lis­
ten to the pulsing heart throbs o f  passionate Sappho’s encaged 
soul, as she beats her bruised wings again st  her prison bars 
and struggles  to flutter out into H ea ven ’s asther, and the fires 
o f  her own soul cry  back as she listens: “ Y e s ;  Sappho, 1 
know  it all;  I know  it all. ’ ’ H ere is communion without sus­
picion; friendship without misunderstanding; love without 
jealousy.
W e  must admit then that B y ro n ’s picture, whether a thing 
o f  beauty  or not, has faded from the ca n vas  o f  to-day.
“Man’s love,1’ he wrote, “ in of man's life a thing a|»art,
’Tis woman’s whole existence.
Man may range the court, camp, church, the vessel and the mart. 
Sword, gown, gain, glory offer in exchange.
Pride, fame, ambition to fill up his heart—
And few there are whom these cannot estrange.
Men have all these resources, we but one—
To lo ir  again, and be again undone."
H IG H E R  E D U C A T IO N  O F  WOMEN. 197
T h is  m ay h a ve  been true when written. I t  is  not tru e  to­
d a y . T h e  old, subjective, stagnant, indolent and wretched 
life for woman has gone. S h e  has as m a n y  resources as men, 
as m any activities beckon her on. A s  large possibilities sw ell  
and inspire her heart.
Now , then, does it destroy or diminish her capacity  for lo v ­
ing? ’ ' €
H er standards have undoubtedly g o n e  up. T h e  necessity  
o f  speculating in ‘ch aw n ces ’ has prob ably  shifted. T h e  ques-
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tion is not now with the woman “ H ow  shall I so  cramp, stunt, 
simplify and nullify m yse lf  as to make me eligible to  the honor 
o f  being 'shallowed up* into som e little man?” but the problem,
I trow, now rests with the man as to how he can develope his 
G od-given  powers as to reach this ideal o f  a  generation of 
w om en who demand the noblest, grandest and best ach iev e­
ments o f  which he is capable, and this surely is the only  fair 
and natural adjustment of the chances. Nature never meant 
that the ideals and standards o f  the world should be dwarfing 
and minimizing ones, and the men should thank us for requir­
ing o f  them the richest fruits which they can grow . I f  it 
m akes them w ork, all the better for them.
A s  to the adaptability  o f  the educated wom an to the m ar­
riage relation, I shall s im ply  quote from that e xce llen t  s y m ­
posium o f  lcarnrd women that appeared recently  under Mrs. 
A rm s tr o n g ’s signature in answ er to the “ Plain W ords" o f  Mr. 
A l le n ,  a lready referred to. “ A d m ittin g  no longer an y  ques­
tion as to their intellectual equality  with the men whom  they 
meet, with the simplicity of conscious strength, th ey  take 
their place beside the men who ch allen ge  them and fearlessly 
face the result o f  their actions. T h e y  d en y  that their education 
in a n y  w a y  unfits them for the duty  o f  wifehood and maternity 
or primarily renders these conditions an y  less attractive to 
them than to the domestic ty p e  of woman. On the contrary, 
th e y  hold that their kn o w led ge  o f  p h y s io lo g y  m akes them 
better mothers and housekeepers; their kn o w led ge  o f  
ch em istry  m akes them better cooks; while from their training 
in other natural sciences and in m athematics, th ey  obtain an . 
ac cu ra c y  and fair-mindedness which is o f  great value to them 
in dealing  with their children or their em ployees."
S o  much for their willingness. Now the apple m a y  be good 
for food and pleasant to the eyes, and a  fruit to be desired to 
make one wise. N ay, it m ay  even  assure you that it has no 
aversion w hatever to being bitter. Still ,  if you do not like 
the flavor all these recommendations arc nothing. Is the 
intellectual woman d e s ira b le  in the matrimonial market?
T h is  I cannot answer. I must confess m y ignorance. I am
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no ju dge  o f  such things. I have been told that strong- 
minded women could be, when they thought it worth their 
while, quite endurable, and ju dgin g  from the number o f  female 
names I find in co l le g e  cata logu es  with double patronymics, I 
surmise that quite a number o f  men arc willing to put up with 
them.
Now I would that m y  task ended here. H avin g  shown that 
a great  want o f  the world in the past has been a feminine 
force; that that force can have its full effect o n ly  through the 
untrammelled developm ent o f  w om an; that such development, 
while it g ives  her to the world and to civilization, does not 
necessarily rem ove her from the home and fireside; finally, 
that while past centuries have witnessed sporadic instances of 
this h igher grow th, still it w a s  reserved  for the latter h a lf  of 
the nineteenth century to render it com m on and general 
enough to be effective. I m ight close with a g lo w in g  predic­
tion o f  what the tw e n t ie th  century m ay e x p e c t  from this 
heritage o f  twin forces— th e  masculine battered  and toil-worn 
as a grim veteran after centuries  o f  warfare, but still strong 
active and vigorous, r e a d y  to help with his hard-won e x p e r i­
ence the y o u n g  recruit rejoicing in her  n e w ly  found freedom, 
who so  confidently  places her hand in his with mutual p ledges 
to redeem the ages.
"And so the twain upon the skirts of Time,
Sit side by side, full-suniined in all their powers.
Dispensing harvest, sowing the To-be,
Self-reverent each and reverencing each.”
W ith  a view  o f  en lightenm ent on the point, as the achieve­
ment o f  the century  for th e  higher education o f  the colored w o ­
men. I wrote a  few d a y s  a g o  to the C o l le g es  which admit women 
and asked how m any Colored women had com pleted  the B. A .  
course in each during its entire history. T h e se  are the figures re­
turned: F isk  leads the w a y  with tw elve;  Obcrlin n e x t  with five; 
A n n  A rb o r.  W e l le s le y  and W ilberforce  three each, L iv in g ­
stone tw o, A t la n ta  one, Howard, as y e t ,  none.
1 then asked the principal o f  the W ashington  H igh  School 
how m any out o f  the large number o f  female graduates from
his school had chosen to g o  forward and take  a  collegiate  
course. He replied that but one had ever done so, and she 
is now in Cornell.*
O thers ask questions too, sometimes, and I was asked a few 
years  a g o  b y  a  w hite  friend, “ H o w  is it that the men o f  your 
race seem  to outstrip the women in mental attainment?” “ O h."  
I said, “ so far as it is true, the men, I suppose, from the life 
th ey  lead, gain more b y  contact, and so  far as it is o n ly  ap p a­
rent, I think the women arc more quiet. They don't feel 
called  to mount a barrel and harangue b y  the hour every  time 
th ey  imagine th ey  have produced an idea."
But I am  sure there is another reason w hich I did not at 
that time see fit to g ive. T h e  atmosphere, the standards, the 
requirements o f  our little world d o  not afford a n y  special 
stimulus to female development.
It seems hardly a gracious thing to say ,  but it strikes me as 
true, that while our men seem thoroughly  abreast o f  the times 
on almost every  other subject, when th ey  strike the woman 
question th ey  drop back into sixteenth  century  logic. T h e y  
leave nothing to be desired g e n era lly  in regard to ga llan try  
and chivalry, but th ey  actu ally  do not seem som etim es to have 
outgrown that old contem porary o f  ch ivalry— the idea that 
w om en m ay stand on pedestals or live in doll-houses, (if  th ey  
happen to have them) but they must not furrow their brows 
with thought or attempt to help men tug at the great  ques­
tions o f  the world. I fear the majority o f  colored men do not 
y e t  think it worth while that women aspire to higher ed u ca­
tion. N ot m any will subscribe to the “ ad van ced ” ideas of 
G rant A l le n  already quoted. T h e  three R ’s, a little music 
and a good deal o f  dancing, a first rate dress-m aker and a 
bottle  of magnolia balm, are quite enough g e n era lly  to render 
ch arm ing a n y  woman possessed o f  tact and the capacity  of 
worshipping masculinity.
M y  readers will pardon m y  illustrating m y  point and also g iv ­
in g  a reason for the fear that is in me, b y  a  little bit o f  personal 
experience. W h e n  a child I w as put into a  school near home
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that professed to be normal and collegiate ,  i. e. to prepare 
teachers for colored youth, furnish candidates for the ministry, 
and offer co lleg iate  training for those w h o  should be ready for 
it. W ell ,  I found after a while  that I had a  good  deal o f  time 
on m y  hands. 1 had devoured w hat w as put before me, and, 
like O liver T w ist ,  was lookin g  around to ask for more. I con ­
stan tly  felt (as I suppose m any an ambitious girl  has felt) a 
thum ping from within unanswered b y  an y  beckoning  from 
without. C lass after class was organized for these ministerial 
candidates (m an y of them men who had been preaching before 
I w as born). Into every  one o f  these classes I w as exp ected  
to go, with the sole  intent, I thought at the time, o f  enabling 
the dear old principal, as lie looked from the vacan t counten­
ances o f  his s leep y  old class over to where I sat, to g e t  off his 
solitary pun— his never-failing pleasantry, esp ecia lly  in hot 
weather —which was, as he called  out “ A n y o n e ! ” to the effect 
that "a n y  one” then m eant “ A n n ie  one.”
F in ally  a G reek  class was to be formed. M y  inspiring p re­
ceptor informed me that G reek had never been taught in the 
school, but that he w as g o in g  to form a  c lass  f o r  th e  candidates  
f o r  th e m in istry , and if  I liked I m ight join it. I replied—  
h u m b ly  I hope, as becam e the female o f  the human species—  
that I w ould like v e ry  much to study Greek, and that I was 
thankful for the opportunity, and so it went on. A  boy, h o w ­
ever m eager his equipment and sh allow  his pretensions, had 
o n ly  to declare a  floating intention to  study th eo lo g y  and he 
could  g e t  all the support, encouragem ent and stimulus he 
needed, be absolved  from w ork  and invested beforehand with 
all the d ign ity  o f  his far a w a y  office. W h ile  a  self-supporting 
girl  had to tru g g le  on b y  teach in g  in the summer and w o rk ­
ing after school hours to keep up with her board bills, and 
actu ally  to fight her w a y  again st  positive discouragem ents to 
the higher education, till one such girl  one d a y  flared out and 
told the principal “ the o n ly  mission opening before a  girl in 
his school was to marry one of those candidates.” He said he 
didn’t know  but it was. A n d  when at last that sam e girl 
announced her desire and intention to g o  to co llege  it was
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received with about the same incredulity and dism ay as i f  a 
brass button on one o f  those candidate ’s  coats had propounded 
a new method for squaring the circle or trisecting the arc.
N ow  this is not fancy. It is a simple unvarnished photo­
graph, and w hat I believe w as not in those days exceptional 
in colored schools, and I ask the men and women who are 
teachers and co-w orkers for the highest interests of the race, 
that th e y  g iv e  the girls a chance! W e  m ight as well  expect 
to gro w  trees from leaves as hope to build up a civilization or 
a  manhood without takin g  into consideration our w om en and 
the hom e life m ade b y  them, which must be the root and 
ground of the whole matter. L e t  us insist then on special 
encouragem ent for the education of our w om en and special 
care in their training. L e t  our girls feel that w e  e x p e c t  som e­
th in g  more of them than that th ey  m erely look pretty  and 
appear well in society. T e a c h  them that there is a race with 
special needs which th ey  and o n ly  th ey  can help; that the 
world needs and is a lread y  ask in g  for their trained, efficient 
forces. F inally ,  if there is an ambitious girl w ith  pluck and 
brain to take a higher education, encourage her to make the 
most o f  it. L e t  there be the sam e flourish o f  trumpets and 
clapping o f  hands as when a b o y  announces his determination 
to  enter the lists, and then as you know that she is physically  
th e  w eaker o f  the two, don’t  stand from under and leave her 
to buffet the w aves  alone. L e t  her k n o w  that your heart is 
fo llowing her, that yo u r  hand, though she sees it not, is ready 
to suppert her. T o  be plain, I mean let m oney be raised and 
scholarships be founded in our co lleges  and universities for 
self-supporting, w orth y  y o u n g  women, to offset and balance 
the aid that can a lw a y s  be found for b o ys  w h o  will take 
th eology.
T h e  earnest w e ll  trained Christian y o u n g  wom an, as a 
teacher, as a hom e-m aker, as wife, mother, or silent influence 
even, is as potent a missionary a g e n c y  am ong our people as 
is the theologian; and I claim that a t  the present s ta g e  o f  our 
developm ent in the South she is even  more important and 
necessary.
L e t  us then, here and now, recognize this force and resolve 
to m a k e  the m ost o f  it— not the boys less, but the girls more.
